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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to connmunication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 1-10 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1-8 and 10 is/are rejected. 

7) ^ Claim(s) 9 is/are objected to. 

8) n Ciaim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)^ accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

1 2)S Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1 .(3 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-8, and 10 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kakiuchi 
et al in view of Nagashima et al. 

3. As per claims 1, 5, 7, Kakiuchi et al. discloses an output system having a data processing 
device(see fig. 1, sheet 1, see col. 9, lines 30-39) and an output device for outputting data in a 
specific format, which is sent from the data processing device(see col. 4, lines 61-67, col. 5, line 
1), driver software for controlling an output device being included in the data processing 
device(see col. 6, lines 38-43, col. 10, lines 34-45, col. 11, lines 24-42), and a first controller for 
determining whether data on output request passes the driver software, in sending data to the 
output device(see col. 4, lines 20-31, col. 9, lines 54-65, col. 10, lines 26-33, col. 12, lines 36- 
49). Kakiuchi et al. does not disclose and a second controller for prohibiting data from being 
sent to output device for output request on which data bypasses the driver software. However, 
Nagashima et al. does disclose a second controller(4) for prohibiting data from being sent to 
output device for output request on which data bypasses the driver software(see fig. 1, sheet 1, 
col. 3, lines 1 1-32, 50-65), because Nagashima discloses that the controller sends the data 
directly to the output device. 
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4. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to include Kakiuchi with Nagashima that discloses a second controller for prohibiting data from 
being sent to output device for output request on which data bypasses the driver software, the 
motivation is that crimes of forging documents, such as paper monies or securities, is 
increasing(see col. 1, Unes 16-20 of Nagashima). In order to prevent such crimes, an image 
identifying circuit identifies these registered data, to forcibly inhibiting illegal copying(see col. 1, 
lines 20-26 of Nagashima). Thus, the circuit of the external controller is able to prevent illegal 
copying on which data bypasses the driver software. 

5. As per claims 2, 6, recites limitations already addressed(see above). Further claim 2, 
Kakiuchi does not disclose an encryptor for encrypting data passing the driver software, provided 
on the data processing device; a decryptor for decrypting the data encrypted by the encryptor, 
provided on the output device. However, Nagashima discloses an encryptor for encrypting data 
passing the driver software, provided on the data processing device; a decryptor for decrypting 
the data encrypted by the encryptor, provided on the output device(see col. 3, lines 12-32, 50- 
57). The motivation to include an encryptor and decryptor of Nagashima is that it prevents 
illegal uses of images and documents, by encrypting the image signals, and decrypting the 
encrypted signals being transmitted(see col. 1, lines 50-59, col. 2, lines 1-8 of Nagashima) 

6. As per claim 3, recites Umitations already addressed(see claim 1 above), ftirther claim 3, 
Kakiuchi discloses for a prohibiting controller for prohibiting data output to the output device by 
setting a value which is different fi'om an ordinary value for outputting data to the output device, 
in response to a data output request to the output device from the data processing device(see col. 
10, lines 7-33). 
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7. As per claim 4, Kakiuchi inherently discloses wherein the setting is a value stored to a 
specific register(see col. 10, lines 16-20), because the system of Kakiuchi determines if these 
specific values in images are counterfeit are not(see col. 9, lines 54-65). 

8. As per claim 8, the same motivation applies above(see claim 2). Nagashima discloses 
encrypting an output data from an application program run on the data processing device, and 
outputting the encrypted data to the output device(see col. 3, lines 1 1-32). 

9. As per claim 10, Kakiuchi discloses an installer program for installing driver software for 
using the output device(see col. 7, lines 61-67, col. 8, lines 1-5), installing a program for 
prohibiting data on output request from being sent to the output device(see col 7, lines 61-67, 
col. 8, lines 1-5, 9-21). 

10. Claim 9 is objected as being rejected on base claim, that sets a specific password for 
output. The encryptor of Nagashima does not disclose the encryptor setting a specific password 
for output, Nagashima encrypts the images and decrypts them. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jenise E Jackson whose telephone number is (703) 306-0426. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th (6:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.) alternate Friday's. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ayaz Sheikh can be reached on (703) 305-9648. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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